
Tales and Tea Fantasy Society Book Club 2026/2027 Reading List 

 

April 2026: Witches of Dubious Origin by Jenn McKinlay 

When a librarian discovers she’s descended from a long line of powerful witches, she’ll need all 
of her bookish knowledge to harness her family’s magic, in this enchanting cozy fantasy 
from New York Times bestselling author Jenn McKinlay. 

 

May 2026: The Spellshop by Sarah Beth Durst 

Kiela has always had trouble dealing with people. Thankfully, as a librarian at the Great Library 
of Alyssium, she and her assistant, Caz—a magically sentient spider plant—have spent the last 
decade sequestered among the empire’s most precious spellbooks, preserving their magic for 
the city’s elite. 
 
When a revolution begins and the library goes up in flames, she and Caz flee with all the 
spellbooks they can carry and head to a remote island Kiela never thought she’d see again: her 
childhood home. Taking refuge there, Kiela discovers, much to her dismay, a nosy—and very 
handsome—neighbor who can’t take a hint and keeps showing up day after day to make sure 
she’s fed and to help fix up her new home. 
 
In need of income, Kiela identifies something that even the bakery in town doesn’t have: jam. 
With the help of an old recipe book her parents left her and a bit of illegal magic, her cottage 
garden is soon covered in ripe berries. 
 
But magic can do more than make life a little sweeter, so Kiela risks the consequences of using 
unsanctioned spells and opens the island’s first-ever and much needed secret spellshop. 

 

June 2026: The Time Hop Coffee Shop by Phaedra Patrick 

Welcome to the Time Hop Coffee Shop, where wishes can come true… 
 
Greta Perks was once the shining star of the iconic Maple Gold coffee commercials, the 
quintessential TV wife and mom. When Greta stumbles upon a mysterious coffee shop serving 
a magical brew, she wishes for the perfect life in those past Maple Gold commercials. Next thing 
she knows, Greta wakes in the idyllic make-believe town of Mapleville, where the sun always 
shines and the aroma of freshly brewed coffee and second chances fill the air. Given the 
opportunity to live the life she dreamed, Greta is determined to rewrite her own script. But can 
life ever be like a coffee commercial? And what will happen when Greta has to choose between 
perfection and real life, with no turning back? 

 

July 2026: Emily Wilde’s Encyclopaedia of Faeries by Heather Fawcett 

A curmudgeonly professor journeys to a small town in the far north to study faerie folklore and 
discovers dark fae magic, friendship, and love in the start of a heartwarming and enchanting 
new fantasy series. 



So, when she arrives in the hardscrabble village of Hrafnsvik, Emily has no intention of 
befriending the gruff townsfolk. Nor does she care to spend time with another new arrival: her 
dashing and insufferably handsome academic rival Wendell Bambleby, who manages to charm 
the townsfolk, get in the middle of Emily's research, and utterly confound and frustrate her. 
 
But as Emily gets closer and closer to uncovering the secrets of the Hidden Ones--the most 
elusive of all faeries--lurking in the shadowy forest outside the town, she also finds herself on 
the trail of another mystery: Who is Wendell Bambleby, and what does he really want? To find 
the answer, she'll have to unlock the greatest mystery of all--her own heart. 

 

August 2026: Swordheart by T. Kingfisher 

The delightful charm of The Princess Bride meets the delicious bodyguard romance of From 
Blood and Ash in this cozy fantasy romance from New York Times bestselling author T. 
Kingfisher 

Halla has unexpectedly inherited the estate of a wealthy uncle. Unfortunately, she is also 
saddled with money-hungry relatives full of devious plans for how to wrest the inheritance away 
from her. 
 
While locked in her bedroom, Halla inspects the ancient sword that's been collecting dust on the 
wall since before she moved in. Out of desperation, she unsheathes it—and suddenly a man 
appears. His name is Sarkis, he tells her, and he is an immortal warrior trapped in a prison of 
enchanted steel. 
 
Sarkis is sworn to protect whoever wields the sword, and for Halla—a most unusual wielder—he 
finds himself fending off not grand armies and deadly assassins but instead everything from 
kindly-seeming bandits to roving inquisitors to her own in-laws. But as Halla and Sarkis grow 
closer, they overlook the biggest threat of all—the sword itself. 

 

September 2026: Violet Thistlewaite is Not a Villain Anymore by Emily Krempholtz 

Guy Shadowfade is dead, and Violet Thistlethwaite is out of a job. After a lifetime as the dark 
sorcerer's right-hand witch, she's ready to turn over a new leaf. And this time, she wants to 
sprout peonies instead of poison. 
 
The quiet town of Dragon's Rest seems like the perfect place to start over. Violet opens a flower 
shop, swears off dark magic, and does her best to be...good. Even if her reputation - and her 
mildly homicidal, sentient houseplant - make that tricky. 
 
Her vibrant bouquets soon charm the locals, but nothing she does seems to impress the grumpy 
(and infuriatingly gorgeous) Nathaniel Marsh, the alchemist she's forced to share a greenhouse 
with. 
 
But when a strange blight begins to rot the roots of Dragon's Rest, Violet and Nathaniel must 
work together - through their fears, pasts, and growing feelings - to save the town. 

 

 



October 2026: Honey Witch by Sydney J. Shields 

Twenty-one-year-old Marigold Claude has always preferred the company of the spirits of the 
meadow to any of the suitors who’ve tried to woo her. So, when her grandmother whisks her 
away to the family cottage on the tiny Isle of Innisfree with an offer to train her as the next 
Honey Witch, she accepts immediately. But her newfound magic and independence come with 
a price: No one can fall in love with the Honey Witch. 
 
When Lottie Burke, a notoriously grumpy skeptic who doesn’t believe in magic, shows up on her 
doorstep, Marigold can’t resist the challenge to prove to her that magic is real. But soon, 
Marigold begins to care for Lottie in ways she never expected. And when darker magic awakens 
and threatens to destroy her home, she must fight for much more than her new home—at the 
risk of losing her magic and her heart. 

 

November 2026: The Book of Doors by Gareth Brown 

If you could open a door to anywhere, where would you go? 
 
In New York City, bookseller Cassie Andrews is living an unassuming life when she is given a 
gift by a favorite customer. It's a book—an unusual book, full of strange writing and mysterious 
drawings. And at the very front there is a handwritten message to Cassie, telling her that this is 
the Book of Doors, and that any door is every door. 
 
What Cassie is about to discover is that the Book of Doors is a special book that bestows an 
extraordinary powers on whoever possesses it, and soon she and her best friend Izzy are 
exploring all that the Book of Doors can do, swept away from their quiet lives by the possibilities 
of travelling to anywhere they want. 
 
But the Book of Doors is not the only magical book in the world. There are other books that can 
do wondrous and dreadful things when wielded by dangerous and ruthless individuals—
individuals who crave what Cassie now possesses. 
 
Suddenly Cassie and Izzy are confronted by violence and danger, and the only person who can 
help them is, it seems, Drummond Fox. He is a man fleeing his own demons—a man with his 
own secret library of magical books that he has hidden away in the shadows for safekeeping. 
Because there is a nameless evil out there that is hunting them all... 
 
Because some doors should never be opened. 

 

December 2026: The Grimoire Grammar School Parent Teacher Association by Caitlin 
Rozakis 

Two parents and their recently-bitten-werewolf daughter try to fit into a privileged New England 
society of magic aristocracy. But deadly terrors await them – ancient prophecies, remorseless 
magical trials, hidden conspiracies and the PTA bake sale. 
 
When Vivian’s kindergartner, Aria, gets bitten by a werewolf, she is rapidly inducted into the 
hidden community of magical schools. Reeling from their sudden move, Vivian finds herself 
having to pick the right sacrificial dagger for Aria, keep stocked up on chew toys and play PTA 



politics with sirens and chthonic nymphs and people who literally can set her hair on fire. 
 
As Vivian careens from hellhounds in the school corridors and demons at the talent show, she 
races to keep up with all the arcane secrets of her new society – shops only accessible by 
magic portal, the brutal Trials to enter high school, and the eternal inferno that is the parents’ 
WhatsApp group. 
 
And looming over everything is a prophecy of doom that sounds suspiciously like it’s about Aria. 
Vivian might be facing the end of days, just as soon as she can get her daughter dressed and 
out of the door… 

 

January 2027: The Keeper of Lost Things by Ruth Hogan 

A charming, clever, and quietly moving debut novel of endless possibilities and joyful 
discoveries that explores the promises we make and break, losing and finding ourselves, the 
objects that hold magic and meaning for our lives, and the surprising connections that bind us. 
 
Lime green plastic flower-shaped hair bobbles—Found, on the playing field, Derrywood Park, 
2nd September. 
 
Bone china cup and saucer—Found, on a bench in Riveria Public Gardens, 31st October. 
 
Anthony Peardew is the keeper of lost things. Forty years ago, he carelessly lost a keepsake 
from his beloved fiancée, Therese. That very same day, she died unexpectedly. Brokenhearted, 
Anthony sought consolation in rescuing lost objects—the things others have dropped, 
misplaced, or accidentally left behind—and writing stories about them. Now, in the twilight of his 
life, Anthony worries that he has not fully discharged his duty to reconcile all the lost things with 
their owners. As the end nears, he bequeaths his secret life’s mission to his unsuspecting 
assistant, Laura, leaving her his house and all its lost treasures, including an irritable ghost. 
 
Recovering from a bad divorce, Laura, in some ways, is one of Anthony’s lost things. But when 
the lonely woman moves into his mansion, her life begins to change. She finds a new friend in 
the neighbor’s quirky daughter, Sunshine, and a welcome distraction in Freddy, the rugged 
gardener. As the dark cloud engulfing her lifts, Laura, accompanied by her new companions, 
sets out to realize Anthony’s last wish: reuniting his cherished lost objects with their owners. 
 
Long ago, Eunice found a trinket on the London pavement and kept it through the years. Now, 
with her own end drawing near, she has lost something precious—a tragic twist of fate that 
forces her to break a promise she once made. 
 
As the Keeper of Lost Objects, Laura holds the key to Anthony and Eunice’s redemption. But 
can she unlock the past and make the connections that will lay their spirits to rest? 
 
Full of character, wit, and wisdom, The Keeper of Lost Things is heartwarming tale that will 
enchant fans of The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake, Garden Spells, Mrs. Queen Takes the 
Train, and The Silver Linings Playbook. 

 

 



February 2027: The Swans Daughter by Roshani Chokshi 

In this lush and romantic novel from New York Times bestselling author Roshani Chokshi, a 
prince is only as good as his beating heart and a maiden is only as good as her honest word. 
But when love and the truth become impossibly tangled, the two must figure out how to survive 
together, or fall completely apart. 
 
To find love is a curse ... 
 
Prince Arris knows that marriage means murder. Thanks to a poorly worded wish to a sea witch, 
all one needs to rule the Isle of Malys is the heart and hand of the kingdom’s heir. Historically, 
this has been construed quite literally. 
 
Thus, Arris expects that the day after his marriage and murder he will wake up as a sentient tree 
alongside the rest of his predecessors. His only chance at a long life is finding true and lasting 
love. When Arris's parents announce a tournament of brides to compete for his hand and heart, 
a slew of eligible, lovely and (possibly murderous) bachelorettes make their way to Rathe 
Castle. Amidst glittering balls in ozorald caves, strolls through menageries of daydream trees 
and pearl crocodiles, tea time on glass boats and kisses that leave his head spinning, Arris 
cannot tell who is here out of love for him…or lust for power. 
 
Until he meets Demelza. 
 
As a veritas swan, Demelza’s song wrings out the truth. Forced into hiding, Demelza strikes a 
deal. Arris will provide her with safekeeping in exchange for her truth-telling song to sort through 
his potential brides. 
 
While Arris is used to dodging death threats and Demelza is accustomed to fighting for her 
voice to be heard, to survive the tournament of brides requires a different kind of bravery. And 
perhaps the bravest thing one can do is not merely protect one’s life, but find the courage to 
chase a life worth living. 

 

March 2027: A Witch’s Guide to Magical Innkeeping by Sangu Mandanna 

An enchanting novel about a witch who has a second chance to get her magical powers—and 
her life—back on track, from the national bestselling author of The Very Secret Society of 
Irregular Witches. 
 
Sera Swan was once one of the most powerful witches in Britain. Then she resurrected her 
great-aunt Jasmine from the (very recently) dead, lost most of her magic, befriended a semi-
villainous talking fox, and was exiled from her magical Guild. Now she (slightly reluctantly and 
just a bit grumpily) helps Aunt Jasmine run an inn in Lancashire, where she deals with her 
quirky guests' shenanigans, tries to keep the talking fox in check, and longs for the magical 
future she lost. 
 
When she learns about an old spellbook that holds the secret to restoring her power, she turns 
to Luke Larsen, a gorgeous historian who might just be able to help her unlock the book’s 
mysteries. Luke, who has his own reasons for staying at the inn, never planned on getting 
involved in the madcap goings-on around him and certainly had no intention of letting certain 
grumpy innkeepers past his icy walls, so no one is more surprised than he is when he not only 



agrees to help, but also finds himself thawing . 
 
Running an inn, reclaiming lost magic, and staying one step ahead of the watchful Guild is a lot 
for anyone, but Sera is about to discover that she doesn’t have to do it alone... and that the 
weird, wonderful family she’s made might be the best magic of all. 


