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January: All the Ways We Said Good-Bye, by Karen White 

A glorious historical adventure that moves from the dark days of two World Wars to the 

turbulent years of the 1960s, in which three women with bruised hearts find refuge at Paris’ 

legendary Ritz Hotel. 

The heiress . . . 

The Resistance fighter . . . 

The widow . . . 

Three women whose fates are joined by one splendid hotel. 

 

February: The Big Finish, by Brook Fossey 
Meet Duffy, an old curmudgeon who lives in an assisted living home. 
 
Meet Josie, a desperate young woman who climbs through his window. 
 
Together, they’re going to learn it’s never too late—or too early—to change your ways. 
 
For Duffy Sinclair, life boils down to one simple thing: maintaining his residence at 
the idyllic Centennial Assisted Living. Without it, he’s destined for the roach-infested 
nursing home down the road—and after wasting the first eighty-eight years of his life, 
he refuses to waste away for the rest. So, he keeps his shenanigans to the bare 
minimum with the help of his straight-laced best friend and roommate, Carl Upton. 
 
But when Carl’s granddaughter Josie climbs through their bedroom window with 
booze on her breath and a black eye, Duffy’s faced with trouble that’s sticking around 
and hard to hide—from Centennial’s management and Josie’s toxic boyfriend. Before 
he knows it, he’s running a covert operation that includes hitchhiking and 
barhopping. 
 
He might as well write himself a one-way ticket to the nursing home…or the morgue. 
Yet Duffy’s all in. Because thanks to an unlikely friendship that becomes fast family—
his life doesn’t boil down the same anymore. Not when he finally has a chance to 
leave a legacy. 
 
In a funny, insightful, and life-affirming debut, Brooke Fossey delivers an unflinching 
look at growing old, living large, and loving big, as told by a wise-cracking man who 
didn’t see any of it coming 

 

March:  Let Him Go, by Larry Watson 
It’s September 1951: years since George and Margaret Blackledge lost their son James 
when he was thrown from a horse; months since James’s widow Lorna took off and 
remarried that thug Donnie Weboy. Now Margaret is steadfast, resolved to find and 
retrieve her grandson Jimmy—the one person in this world keeping her son’s memory 
alive—while George, a retired sheriff, is none too eager to stir up trouble with Donnie 
Weboy. Unable to sway his wife from her mission, George takes to the road with 



Margaret by his side, traveling through the Dakota badlands to Bentrock, Montana, in 
unstoppable pursuit. When Margaret tries to convince Lorna to return home to North 
Dakota, bringing little Jimmy with her, the Blackledges find themselves mixed up with 
the entire Weboy clan, a fearsome family determined not to give the boy up without a 
fight. 

 

April:   The Lost and Found Book Shop, by Susan Wiggs 
In this thought-provoking, wise and emotionally rich novel, New York 
Times bestselling author Susan Wiggs explores the meaning of happiness, trust, and 
faith in oneself as she asks the question, "If you had to start over, what would you 
do and who would you be?" 

 

 

May:  House of Trelawney, by Hannah Rothschild 
For more than seven hundred years, the vast, rambling Trelawney Castle in Cornwall-
-turrets, follies, a room for every day of the year, four miles of corridors and 500,000 
acres--was the magnificent and grand "three dimensional calling card" of the earls of 
Trelawney. By 2008, it is in a complete state of ruin due to the dulled ambition and the 
financial ineptitude of the twenty-four earls, two world wars, the Wall Street crash, and 
inheritance taxes. Still: the heir to all of it, Kitto, his wife, Jane, their three children, 
their dog, Kitto's ancient parents, and his aunt Tuffy Scott, an entomologist who 
studies fleas, all manage to live there and keep it going. Four women dominate the 
story: Jane; Kitto's sister, Blaze, who left Trelawney and made a killing in finance in 
London, the wildly beautiful, seductive, and long-ago banished Anastasia and her 
daughter, Ayesha. When Anastasia sends a letter announcing that her nineteen-year-
old daughter, Ayesha, will be coming to stay, the long-estranged Blaze and Jane must 
band together to take charge of their new visitor--and save the house of Trelawney. But 
both Blaze and Jane are about to discover that the house itself is really only a very small 
part of what keeps the family together.   

 

 

June:  The Lions of Fifth Avenue, by Fiona Davis 
In nationally bestselling author Fiona Davis's latest historical novel, a series of book 
thefts roils the iconic New York Public Library, leaving two generations of strong-
willed women to pick up the pieces. 

 

 

July:    Checked Out, by Elizabeth Spann Craig 
There are no renewals when you’re permanently checked out. 
 
When librarian Ann Beckett finally reluctantly agrees to being set-up on a blind date 
by one of her over-eager patrons, she figures that the worst that could happen would 
be that the two of them wouldn’t hit it off. 
 
Little did she know that she’d be stood up…because her date was murdered. 
 
With the help from her patrons, Ann tries to find out who might be responsible in the 
small town of Whitby before more residents are permanently checked out. 

 

 

 



 

August: The Splendid and The Vile, by Eric Lawson 

The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, and Defiance During the 

Blitz 

 

  

September: The Memory of Running, by Ron McLarty 
Ron McLarty's The Memory of Running is this decade's novel. By all accounts, 
especially his own, Smithson "Smithy" Ide is a loser. An overweight, friendless, chain-
smoking, forty-three-year-old drunk, Smithy's life becomes completely unhinged 
when he loses his parents and long-lost sister within the span of one week. 
 
Rolling down the driveway of his parents' house in Rhode Island on his old Raleigh 
bicycle to escape his grief, the emotionally bereft Smithy embarks on an epic, 
hilarious, luminous, and extraordinary journey of discovery and redemption. 

 

 

October: One Book One Community – Selection 

 

 

November: The Shoemakers Wife, by Adriana Trigiani 
The majestic and haunting beauty of the Italian Alps is the setting of the first meeting 
of Enza, a practical beauty, and Ciro, a strapping mountain boy, who meet as teenagers, 
despite growing up in villages just a few miles apart. At the turn of the last century, 
when Ciro catches the local priest in a scandal, he is banished from his village and sent 
to hide in America as an apprentice to a shoemaker in Little Italy. Without explanation, 
he leaves a bereft Enza behind. Soon, Enza's family faces disaster and she, too, is forced 
to go to America with her father to secure their future. 

 

December: Skipping Christmas, by John Grisham 

Imagine a year without Christmas. No crowded shops, no corny office parties, no 
fruitcakes, no unwanted presents. That's just what Luther and Nora Krank have in 
mind when they decide that, just this once, they'll skip the holiday altogether. Theirs 

will be the only house on the street without a rooftop Frosty the snowman; they won't 
be hosting their annual Christmas Eve bash; they aren't even going to have a tree. 
They won't need one, because come December 25 they're setting sail on a Caribbean 

cruise. But, as this weary couple is about to discover, skipping Christmas brings 
enormous consequences - and isn't half as easy as they'd imagined. 
 

A classic tale for modern times, Skipping Christmas offers a hilarious look at the 
chaos and frenzy that has become part of our holiday tradition 


